
From the Pastor  
   You can imagine a new business man-
ager beginning their tenure by sitting 
down with employees to share the prac-
tices and character traits that are going to 
be valued and affirmed in the new cul-
ture. 
   In a similar manner, Jesus sits down 
with his followers at the beginning of 
Matthewôs gospel after proclaiming that 
the kingdom of God is at hand.  And he 
begins with the ñBeatitudes,ò pronounc-
ing blessings and declaring the true status 
of those experiencing certain circum-
stances or demonstrating certain behav-
iors and values. 
   While our culture asserts that the rich, 
famous, and powerful are blessed, Jesusô 
beatitudes are just the opposite.  Jesus 
pronounces blessings on those who are 
despairing and dispirited, those who are 
grieving, those who are soft-spoken and 
meek, those who are forgiving and merci-
ful, and those who seek harmony, recon-
ciliation and peace. 
   I find it interesting that Jesusô blessings 
are pronounced upon those who live in a 
certain way in relationship with others.  
We, too, often associate contentment and 
peace with solitude and separation from 
others.  One of the distinctive elements of 
Christianity is that it holds forth a vision 
of salvation, not as escape from this life 
and world, but rather as the fulfillment of 
Godôs good and loving intentions for this 
world and humankind.  
   In Christ, we see God ushering in that 
salvation and new creation. We find the 
redemption of creation taking place not at 
the end of history but right in the middle 
of it.  And see that the first and last of 
Jesusô beatitudes relating to citizenship in 
the Kingdom of Heaven are in the present 
tense.  ñBlessed are the poor in spirit and  
blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness and justice for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.ò  All the other beati-
tudes find their fulfillment in the future. 
   Though the kingdom of God is present, 

and is known wherever Godôs will is 
done on earth as in heaven, the fullness of 
Godôs restoration of earth has not hap-
pened yet.  We experience death and loss, 
and insults and injury, and hunger and 
deprivation, and conflict and war, and 
reviling and persecution.  And the ques-
tion is whether we will have our behav-
ior, character, and lives shaped by these 
things.  Or will we respond to them in 
light of the sure future revealed in Christ 
in which those who grieve will be com-
forted; the meek and unassuming, not the 
pretentious and powerful, will be blessed. 
   I imagine there were those around Jesus 
who were grieving the death of a loved 
one, who felt out of place in a world of 
pushing and shoving because of their 
meekness, who were called ñsissiesò for 
their mercy, who were called ñtraitorsò 
because they insisted on peaceful means 
of addressing conflict.  And Jesusô pro-
nouncement would have been an immedi-
ate blessing, revealing that theirs were the 
values and lifestyles the top management 
was looking for, the characteristics of the 
eternal but not fully present kingdom. 
   Those who experience loss and grief, 
who hunger for a change amidst injustice, 
who are not at home in a rat race world, 
are blessed because they instinctively 
trust in, call upon, and lean upon God. 
   Maybe in recognizing that we cannot 
save ourselves we become open to, and 
able to embrace, the salvation God freely 
offers to us through the saving death of 
Christ on the cross.  Regardless of our 
personal experience of loss and discom-
fort we can arrive at that point of helpless 
frustration, and cry out, ñJesus remember 
me when you come into your glory.ò  Or, 
ñLord look mercifully upon me a sinner.ò  
And Jesus says we and blessed, because 
we have found ourselves to be empty, 
helpless, and hopeless. We are truly 
ñpoor in spirit.ò  We enter the kingdom, 
having turned and become like a helpless 
dependent child. ñBlessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.ò 
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Winter Kidsõ Connection Begins! 
Our Family Time themes for this month are:  
February 1  Helping Hands and Feet  
February 8 Snow (The Lion, Witch & Wardrobe)  

February 15 Valentineôs Day/Love  
February 22 Presidentsô Day 
 

Whatõs Happening at KC? 
We do mission projects! On February 1, we will 
be collecting travel toiletries to prepare gift 
bags for our PACEM ladies visiting with us.  
We do Bible Study! During the Winter Session 
our 3 pastors will be teaching us more about 
why and how we worship.  
We do Worship Arts!  Each week the children 
rehearse songs and readings, write prayers, and 
create visual art to share in worship.  
We do Recreation! When weôre not doing pro-
jects, we are having great fun at the expense of 
no one else.  
We do Family Time Dinner!  All the generations 
come together to share a meal as family around 
the table with great food, fun, and fellowship.  
 

 

Dates for Families  
February 1     KC Begins 
February 12   Stop Hunger Now Event 
February 26   KC Kids in 11:00 worship 

March 26 KC Kids in 11:00 worship 

 
 

VBS: Save the Date! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scheduling camps and vacations?  
Save the date! June 26-30, 2017! 
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Preschool Enrollment Opens  
Now is the time to schedule a visit in the        
preschool if you are considering enrollment for 
the 2017-2018 school year!  
Class offerings  
3-year-old class, 3 days a week 
4-year-old class, 4 days a week 
Add -on options  
Lunch Bunch, Extended Day, 5-day Childcare 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the 2017-2018 school year, registration will 
open to current Preschool families and Olivet 
members on Monday, February 6. Registration 
will open to new Preschool families on Monday, 
February 13. A $75.00 deposit is required to 
complete the registration process. 
Come check us out! Visitors are welcome in the 
classroom. To schedule a tour, please contact 
Betsy Dishman, betsy@olivetpresbyterian.org, 
or call the Olivet church office at 434.295.1367. 
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS  
 

February 12  
Stop Hunger Now Food 
Packaging Event 
3pm-4:30pm @ Ivy Creek 
United Methodist  
 
February 26  
Youth Lenten Study begins 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!  

 
March 1  
Ash Wednesday Service 
 
April 23  
Youth Sunday 
 
April 30  
Trivia Night  
 
 
For more information about 
youth ministry at Olivet, 
contact our Associate Pastor 
for Youth and Family Ministry  
Seth Lovell 
seth@olivetpresbyterian.org 

Over Martin Luther King Jr. weekend, a group of Olivet youth and 
adults traveled to Washington, DC for a fun weekend in the city. The 
group toured the National Cathedral, saw the Tony Award winning 
Broadway Show ñTitanicò at the Signature Theatre, explored 
Georgetown, went to the DC Escape Room, and explored the National 
Mall, visiting monuments and museums. It was a packed weekend full of 
fun and fellowship.  

The OPC Youth Group is invited to participate 

in an exciting intergenerational activity on 

February 12. We will be working with Stop 

Hunger Now to package over 10,000 meals. 

Volunteers will package dehydrated, high-

protein, nutritious meals that are distributed 

to school and orphanage feeding programs 

and to crisis situations around the world.  

Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger 

relief organization that coordinates the 

distribution of food and other life -saving aid 

around the world.  Stop Hunger Now events 

are fun and engaging, and help highlight 

issues related to poverty and hunger around 

the globe. The event will take place February 

12 at Ivy Creek United Methodist, from 3pm -

4:30pm. We hope youôll join us there, and 

help us ñStop Hunger Now.ò  


