
From the Pastor  
In the Sermon on the Mount in the 
gospel of Matthew, Jesus speaks of 
not coming to abolish the law but 
rather to fulfill it. If the command-
ments can truly be summarized 
with the Great Commandment, 
ñLove the lord your God with all 
your heart, and all your soul, and 
all your mind strength; and love 
your neighbor as yourself,ò then 
we can absolutely say that the 
commandments were fulfilled in 
Jesusô life.  For he loved God and 
loved neighbor 100 percent, and 
100 percent of the time.   
 
But the commandments are also 

fulfilled by Christ for us; for de-

spite our sin, weakness and frailty 
he made us right with God.  And 

we have this status and new life in 
Christ; not when we die and go to 

heaven, but when we turn to him, 

accept him as our Savior, follow 
him as our Lord, are born again by 

his Spirit, to walk in newness of 
life.  

 
Our theological heritage tells us 

that the law and the command-

ments not only convince us of our 
sin and lead us to embrace the 

grace of God in Christ.  And they 
not only restrain our sinful, evil 

proclivities and actions.   But third-
ly, they foster and cultivate right-

eousness.  In other words, they 

guide us, and they are fulfilled as 
we joyfully live into that blessed 

status and identity we already 
have as Godôs beloved, redeemed 

children; salt and light in Christ.  
 

I love the response of a back coun-

try preacher to a man who proudly 
recounted all the bad things he 

had refrained from doing:   ñThat 
fencepost yonder hasnôt done 

those things either. Tell me what 

you have done to show you are a 
new creature in Christ.ò 

 
Any loving parent knows that their 

commandments, rules and disci-
pline are not about constraining 

their child but enabling them to 

grow, flourish, blossom and bear 
fruit.   On the Moth Radio Hour 

recently, a young man who grew 
up with little discipline and struc-

ture in his household told of 
spending the night with a class-

mate.  His new friendôs father kept 

coming in and saying the most al-
ien things like: ñItôs time to stop 

the video games and get your 
homework done;ò and, ñDinner is 

ready, go wash your hands and 
come to the table;ò and, ñItôs 

10:30, get your teeth brushed and 

get on to bed.ò  As he lay in the bed 
he asked his friend, ñDoes your 

dad always act like this?ò  ñLike 
what,ò his friend said.  ñGiving all 

these rules and commands,ò he 
said.  ñWell, yeah, I guess he 

does.ò  ñWell,ò he asked, ñcan I 

stay here again tomorrow night?ò 
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March Themes at Kidsõ Connection 
Our Family Time themes for this month are:  
March 1 Mardi Gras and Pancake Supper 
March 8  Dr. Seuss 
March 15  St. Patrickôs Day  
March 22  A Very Merry Unbirthday  
 

Whatõs Happening at KC? 
We do mission projects! KC Kids made blue-
bird art for The Bluebird Project created by the 
Foster Care Adoption Awareness Coalition. The 
project's goal is to create a ñbluebirdò for every 
single child in foster care in central Virginia.  
We do Bible Study! Led by our pastors, KC Kids 
made praise sticks, wrote a call to worship, and 
burned palm branches for Ash Wednesday.  
We do Worship Arts!  More than singing, KC 
Kids prepared music for worship, jammed on 
bucket drums, and began work on posters to 
display during Lent.  
We do Recreation! Marshmallow baseball was a 
favorite.  
We do Family Time Dinner!  All the generations 
come together to share a meal as family around 
the table with great food, fun, and fellowship. 
Check out the Mannequin Challenge video on 
the Olivet Facebook page  that spans the ag-
es from a 1 month old to 80+ years! 

Pastor Albert teaches a lesson during KC. 

 

Mark Your Calendar: Dates for Families  
March 1  KC in Ash Wednesday Service  
March 26  KC Kids in worship (11:00) 
April 9  Palm Sunday Processional (11:00) 
April 16  Easter Sunday 
May 20  Olivet Day BBQ and Pie Auction 
June 4  Last day for Sunday School 
June 11  Summer worship schedule begins 
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Preschool Continues to Add Staff  

Director   Rebecca Martin 
Assistant Director  Kristin Shaller  
2½ -5-year-olds   Melanie Garth 
   Rebecca Martin 
3-year-olds   Kristin Shaller  
   Vicki Turtora  
4-year-olds     Travis Schnell 
   Susanne Derrico 
 

Preschool Introduces é 
Parentõs Morning Out 
Registration is open for this new spring pro-
gram that will meet on Mondays and Fridays 
from 9:00am -12:00pm for children 2½ - 5 
years old. 
Dates:  April 10 ï May 26 
Teachers:  Melanie Garth, Rebecca Martin  
Location:  Olivet Nursery  
Cost:  $25 per morning  
Add -on options for additional fee:   
Early Arrival, Lunch Bunch, Extended Day  
For more information contact Rebecca Martin, 
Director at the church office, 434.295.1367. 
 

Preschool Enrollment Opens  
Now is the time to schedule a Preschool visit if 
you are considering enrollment for the 2017-
2018 school year. 
Class Offerings  
2½ -5 year old class, 2 days a week ï Mon/Fri  
3 year old class, 3 days a week ï Tues-Thurs 
4 year old class, 4 days a week ï Tues-Fri  
Add -On Options  
Early Arrival, Lunch Bunch, Extended Day, and 
5 day childcare (7:15am-4:30pm)  

A $75.00 deposit is required to complete the 
registration process. 
Come check us out! Visitors are welcome in the 
classroom. To schedule a tour, please contact 
Rebecca Martin, Director at the church office, 
434.295.1367. 

https://www.facebook.com/olivetpresbyterian/
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS  
 

March 5 ðMarch 26 
Lenten Study for both 
Middle School and High 
School Youth Groups 
 
March 26  
Youth Worship with 
Communion  

 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!  

 

April 23  
Trivia Night  
 
May 13  
Olivet Day 
 
 

For more information about 
this youth ministry at Olivet, 
contact our Associate Pastor 

for Youth and Family Ministry  
Seth Lovell 

seth@olivetpresbyterian.org 

Olivet Youth are invited to join Seth for a Lenten Study throughout the 
season of Lent. Middle school youth will gather after Sunday School, 
and high school youth will gather at the Manse Sunday evenings. The 
groups will discuss obstacles, doubts and questions that sometimes 
prevent a deeper relationship with God. Please speak to Seth for more 
information on this opportunity for Olivetôs youth.  

This summer, Olivet Youth have the opportunity to travel on a number 
of exciting trips. Middle School Youth will once again be traveling to the 
Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference June 22-25, and the 
High School Youth will be traveling to work with Mission @ Massanetta 
July 2-8. High School Youth will also have the chance to travel to the 
Montreat Youth Conference. If you would like to learn more about 
these opportunities to travel with the youth this summer, please speak 
to Seth .  
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March Scripture & Sermon Topics  

5 1st Sunday in Lent/Holy Communion  
 Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7; Romans 5: 12-
 19; Matthew 4: 1-11 
 ñWorship and Serve God Aloneò 
 
12      2nd Sunday in Lent/ Daylight Saving Time  
 Genesis 12: 1-4a; Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17; 
 John 3: 1-17 
 ñBorn from Aboveò 
 
19          3rd Sunday in Lent 
 
 ñHope Does Not Disappoint Usò 
 
26       4th Sunday in Lent 
 1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Ephesians 5: 8-14; 
 John 9: 1-41 
 ñGodôs Works Revealedò 

Daylight Saving Time Begins March 12  
Donôt forget to turn your clocks ahead at 
2:00am on Sunday, March 12, when Daylight 
Saving Time begins.  
 

Easter Lilies to Beautify Sanctuary  
Easter Sunday is April 16, and we will once 
again decorate our Sanctuary and Fellowship 
Hall with Easter Lilies for this special day. This 
is an opportunity for members of the Olivet 
community to place a lily in memory or honor 
of loved ones, and to add glorious beauty to the 
Easter services at Olivet.  The Flower Commit-
tee will include an insert in the church bulletin 
starting March 26  with the information on or-
dering a Lily.  The deadline for ordering will be 
Sunday, April 9. For additional information, 
you may call Dottie Reese at 973.1512, or the 
church office at 295.1367.  

Chancel Choir Prepares for Cantata  
The Olivet Chancel Choir will begin prepara-
tions on a cantata of songs and readings for Ho-
ly Week entitled ñIn Calvaryôs Shadow: A Tene-
brae Serviceò by Victor Johnson. 
 
Singers with choral experience are invite to par-
ticipate in this special musical offering. Please 
speak to Betsy Dishman for the rehearsal 
schedule. 

KC Kids to Serve as Worship Leaders  
During Winter Kidsô Connection, the children 
will be preparing music and more to offer as 
worship leaders during 11:00am worship ser-
vices on Sunday, March 26.  
 

Also, on Wednesday, March 1 after KC dinner, 
the KC Kids will help lead the worship service 
from 6:30 -7:00pm.  
 

Children to Lead Palm Processional  
Beginning March 19, Sunday School children 
will be preparing to lead the Palm Sunday    
Processional for 11:00 worship, waving palm 
branches, as we remember Jesusô entry into   
Jerusalem.  


